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UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES COLLABORATE IN  NEW TECHNOLOGY 
MISSOULA—
Libraries at The University of Montana and Montana State University have jointly 
licensed software and entered into an agreement to share expertise and computer space.
Bonnie Allen, dean of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at UM, and Bruce 
Morton, dean of libraries at Montana State University, are developing programs to digitize the 
unique archival collections in the libraries to make them accessible to Internet users.
The software, ContentDm, is specifically designed for digital collection management 
and is used by libraries throughout the nation.
Allen currently is using the software to share the pages of the Walter Bone Shirt Ledger 
and is working with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe to digitize their tribal 
newspaper, the Char-Koosta News.
“Digital collections are not a collection of Web pages,” Allen said. “Images that are 
scanned from photos and text are cataloged and organized for Web searching. In this way, they 
not only are fmdable, but also are documented for scholars to use in their research.”
As current technology makes working together across long distances more feasible, the
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UM and MSU libraries look forward to collaborating on other projects.
The Walter Bone Shirt Ledger of the UM library archives can be viewed online at 
http: //www. lib. umt. edu/research/digitalcollections/ledger. htm.
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